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Voting Rights 
Voting in Michigan 2020 
 
In the November 2018 election, Michigan 
passed a ballot amendment that significantly 
expanded the accessibility and security of 
elections.  The new Secretary of State, Jocelyn 
Benson, immediately began working with the 
Michigan Bureau of Elections and more than 
1600 local and county clerks to prepare for the 
elections of 2020. Secretary Benson joined the 
Electronic Registration Information Center 
(ERIC), a national non-profit dedicated to voter 
roll accuracy. ERIC gives Michigan more tools to 
check the voter registration rolls to update for 
changes such as moves out of state or deaths. 

Secretary Benson has instituted automatic voter 
registration for all citizens that apply for driver 
licenses and ID’s, and created an online voter 
registration system so residents of Michigan can 
easily register and check voter registrations to 
make sure they are up to date.  Both of these 
tools help keep the voter rolls up to date with 
current voter provided data. 

Every Michigan voter now has the right to vote 
from home by mail.  Secretary Benson’s office is 
working with every clerk in the state so they 
have the tools to process all voters. 

Challenges that must be dealt with are attempts 
to misinform voters about the election process, 
the voter’s rights, and issues at stake.  Those 
efforts from foreign, domestic, partisan, or 
malicious sources are designed to cause voters 
to mistrust the election process and not 
participate in it.  Every voter must seek out 
reliable sources of information about the 
election, candidates, and issues so they are not 
confused or misled. 

Another challenge is for Michigan to form 
partnerships at the federal, state and local 
levels so that all levels are working in  

 

 

 

coordination  to ensure that all legitimate 
ballots are cast and counted efficiently and 
securely so that every voice is heard. 

To meet these challenges Michigan has formed 
two task forces, one on election security and 
one on election administration to ensure that 
collaboration is occurring at every level.  Also, 
Michigan has hired the state’s first ever full 
time election security expert, expanded audits 
of all voting machines, and strengthened 
Michigan’s partnership with the Department of 
Homeland Security and other federal partners. 

Some specific situations below are highlighted 
to increase understanding of the voting process 
in the areas of voter registration and absentee 
balloting. 

Voter registration: 

1. Voters who are registered at an old 
address can use the 0-14 day before the 
election and same day of election 
registration processes to reregister at 
their new address, using the same 
residency verification process that 
unregistered voters use. 
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2. If a voter is trying to register but has 
received an absentee ballot in another 
jurisdiction, if that absentee ballot has 
not been returned, that voter may be 
registered and the absentee ballot not 
used. If the absentee ballot has been 
returned, registration in the new 
jurisdiction will not take effect until 
after the election. 
 

3. A voter can only register in one 
jurisdiction on election day 

4. A voter must live in a jurisdiction for 30 
days prior to an election to be able to 
vote in that jurisdiction. 

5. Residency verification documents can 
be shown to a clerk on a cell phone 
instead of a print out. 

Absentee balloting: 

1. The last day a voter registered at his or 
her current address may obtain an 
absentee ballot is the Monday prior to 
the election at 4:00 PM  If a voter 
registers after 4:00 PM  the Monday 
before the election, he must cast a 
ballot at the polls or fill out an absentee 
ballot at the clerk’s office. 

2. Voters may take any ballot issued prior 
to Monday with them to vote and 
return it prior to 8:00 PM on election 
day. 

3. A clerk may not restrict who can 
request an absentee ballot. 

4. Spoiled ballot requests may be mailed 
until 2:00PM the Saturday prior to the 
election. 

5. The deadline for a military or overseas 
voter to apply for and be sent an  
 

 
 
absentee ballot is 2:00PM the Saturday 
prior to the election. 

6. If a Michigan resident votes with an 
absentee ballot and his (or her) 
candidate drops out, he (or she) may 
obtain a new absentee ballot up until 
4:00 PM on the Monday prior to the 
election day. 

Straight Party Ticket Voting 

The 2018 Ballot Initiative also reinstated the 
option for a voter to utilize straight party 
ticket voting for the partisan section of the 
ballot for the 2020 general elections. 

The passing of the 2018 ballot voting 
initiative and the efforts of Michigan 
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson will 
expand the accessibility and security of the 
2020 elections in Michigan.  

 


