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Voting Rights 
Michigan Voting FAQ 
 
Proposal 18-3 
 
Q: What changes did Proposal 3 result in for Michigan voters? 
 
A: Proposal 3 codified several existing laws into the Constitution as well as making several changes to 
election laws: 

• Protects the right to vote a secret ballot 
• Ensures military and overseas voters can obtain a ballot in time to vote 
• Reinstates straight party voting 
• Automatically registers citizens to vote at the Secretary of State’s office 
• Same day voter registration including Election day – if registering 14 days or fewer prior to an 

election, you must register in persona at the city/local Clerk’s office. 
• No-excuse absentee voting 
• Reinforces election auditing 
 
For more information, on these changes, visit https://bit.ly/2YQM2pF 

 
Applying for Absentee Ballots 
 
Q: Some people have received multiple absentee ballot applications, applications for people that are 
deceased, or for people that are no longer at that residence. Would someone be able to apply for multiple 
ballots in that case or impersonate a voter? 
 
A: Up until 2014, Michigan was not notified by other states if people requested a driver’s license in their 
jurisdiction. So if someone moved prior to that change, Michigan did not have a way to know that so they 
may have sent applications to those people. However, there are safeguards in place to prevent people from 
using those applications to impersonate someone else. 
 
Q: What safeguards are there to prevent someone from applying for multiple ballots? 
 
A: Every absentee ballot application requires the voter’s signature. This signature is checked against the 
signature on the voter’s license or ID card in their Qualified Voter File. If it does not match, the clerk will 
try to contact the applicant to come in person. If they cannot reach the applicant or they can’t come in, 
they will not receive a ballot. The system itself will only allow one ballot to be issued per registered voter 
and is tracked by the QVF to prevent voters from trying to obtain multiple ballots in other jurisdictions.  
 
Q: What is a Qualified Voter File? 
 
A: The Qualified Voter File (or QVF) is a State operated system run in conjunction with local clerks that 
has information on every person registered to vote. This file is always accessible to local clerks and is 
used to check signatures and voter information on each ballot application and absentee ballot.  
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Absentee Ballots 
 
Q: When do ballots need to be returned by to count in the election? 
 
A: The deadline for completed absentee ballots to return to the clerk’s office is 8 P.M. on Election Day, 
November 3rd. 
 
Q: How can I return an absentee ballot? 
 
A: You can drop the ballot off in person, or drop it at the secure drop boxes in your jurisdiction. A full list 
of Michigan drop boxes, locations, and drop off hours can be found at: https://bit.ly/2EBVJAI. You can 
also mail in your ballots. 
 
Q: If I cannot drop off my ballot, can I mail it in? How early should I mail it and how much does it cost? 
 
A: Yes, you can mail in your absentee ballot. It is recommended that you mail it at least two weeks prior 
to election day to ensure it arrives at the Clerk’s office on time. Postage for an absentee ballot is $0.70. 
 
Q: How does the Clerk ensure that a voter is the person they say they are? 
 
A: Similar to how an absentee ballot application is checked, the voter’s signature is checked against their 
license or ID on file. If it does not match, they Clerk’s office will try to contact the applicant to come in 
person. If they cannot reach the applicant or they can’t come in, their ballot will not be counted. Examples 
of this are parents voting for their children that may be away at college and attempted to sign for them. 
This would not be counted. Impersonating another voter is a felony punishable by imprisonment for up to 
4 years or a fine of up to $2,000 or both. 
 
Q: What happens if an envelope is not signed? 
 
A: The Clerk’s office will attempt to reach out to the voter and get them to come in and sign.  
 
Q: Under what conditions is a ballot not counted? 
 
A: If the signature does not match and the Clerk’s office cannot reach the voter, it will not be counted. If a 
voter sends in their absentee ballot and dies prior to election day, the ballot will also not be counted.  
 
Q: When are absentee ballots counted? 
 
A: Absentee ballots start being counted at 7 A.M. on Election Day. 
 
Q: Are ballots tracked? 
 
A: Yes, each envelope has tracking information. You can go to the Michigan Election and Voter 
Information website at https://bit.ly/2Yx1lUg to track your ballot as well view sample ballots, verify your 
voter registration, find your polling place and more FAQ.  
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Q: What if someone wants to change their vote after voting absentee? Can they vote in person? 
 
A: If they have mailed in or dropped off a ballot, and realize they want to change prior to Election Day, 
they can visit the Clerk’s office to get an absentee ballot in person and fill it out there. Their other ballot 
will be voided. If they have mailed it in and it is already Election Day, the ballot has most likely already 
been processed.  
 
In Person Voting 
 
Q: What changes have been made to protect poll workers and voters? 
 
A: Poll workers have been provided personal protective equipment (PPE) as well as hand sanitizer and 
wipes. Pens and secrecy sleeves are being sanitized. Social distancing will be enforced and people will 
have to wear masks to vote.  
 
Q: Will all locations still be open? Are there enough volunteers? 
 
A: In Midland County, all locations will be open. Most volunteers have chosen to return and volunteer 
again.  
 
Q: What kind of ID do you need to vote? 
 
A: The following types of photo ID are acceptable: 

• Driver’s license or state-issued ID card 
• Federal issued photo ID 
• U.S. passport 
• Military ID with photo 
• Student ID with photo from high school or accredited institution of higher learning 
• Tribal identification card with photo 
 
If you do not have any of these, you can still vote. You must sign an affidavit under oath that they’re 
not in possession of a photo ID. This will be marked as a provisional ballot and you must provide ID 
within 6 days of voting for your ballot to count.  

 
Q: Do I have to vote the entire ballot? 
 
A: You do not, as long as one race is voted for, that will be counted.  
 
Q: Are you allowed to have political signs at a polling station? 
 
A: No, election workers will monitor to make sure all political signs are at least 100 feet away from any 
entrance. Political signs also cannot be place on the property of a polling location. Political clothing 
cannot be worn into the polling locations. If you see someone violating this, please report to the election 
workers or to your Clerk.  
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Michigan has excellent protections in place and some of the most robust election laws in the country! We 
encourage you to vote absentee! 
 
 

Simply point your camera at the QR code below to go to the Michigan Secretary of State voter 
registration portal. 

 
 

Simply point your camera at the QR code below to go to the Michigan Secretary of State absentee ballot 
request form 

 
And finally, to learn more about the important work MCP3 is doing go to mcp3.net or follow the QR 

code below 

 


