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At the end of the Constitutional Convention 
in 1787 a woman close to the proceedings 
asked Benjamin Franklin, ‘What do we have, 
a republic or a monarchy?’ Franklin replied, 
‘A republic, if you can keep it.’ i 

The conservative columnist and author, 
William Kristol wrote on March 1, 2021, “So 
we are at the edge of crisis, having repulsed 
one attempted authoritarian power grab 
and bracing for another.” ii 

The most serious and costly conflict in our 
republic’s history was the secession by 
southern states and the ensuing Civil War. 
We believe that the republic is in as grave a 
danger today as existed in the period prior 
to the Civil War.   

Our republic is securely based on the right 
of the citizens to vote. We need to promote 
and protect the voting process. Two bills in 
Congress, H. R. 1, For the People Act, and H. 
R. 4, the John Lewis Voting Rights Act, 
address reforms needed to preserve our 
election process. H. R.  1 passed the House 
and is awaiting Senate debate and approval. 
H. R.  4 is still in the House. It is named for 
John Lewis who risked his life for the right 
to vote in the 1960’s and was a U. S. 
Representative from Georgia for over 30 
years. 

H. R.  1 iii includes automatic voter 
registration of eligible voters across the 
country. It requires paper ballots in case of 
computer failure, something that had been 
left out of previous voting laws. It requires 
that early voting be made available and  

 

 

expands mail-in voting. It does not require 
ballots be mailed automatically to all 
registered voters nor does it allow non-
citizens to vote, as some have claimed. It 
authorizes $1 billion for upgrades to state 
voting systems. 

It also calls for independent commissions to 
redistrict states and limits money in politics.  
There are also provisions to limit foreign 
influence in our elections.  

Public opinion polls show wide support for 
the bill and its various provisions among 
Republicans, Democrats, and independents 
alike.  iv 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 included a 
provision called “pre-clearance”, which 
required “states with a record of racial 
discrimination and voter suppression to 
submit any change in election procedures 
for approval in advance before any changes 
could take place.” In 2013, the conservative 
wing of the Supreme Court gutted this 
provision in Shelby County v. Holder. Within 
5 years of that ruling, more than 1,600 
polling places closed, disproportionately in 
minority communities v as well as increased 
purging of voter rolls.  

H.R. 4, restores the pre-clearance provision 
and expands it to areas where similar 
discrimination now occurs.  vi 

These bills are important and necessary 
because, as Doug Smith at the Brennan 
Center wrote, “Over the last 20 years, 
states have put barriers in front of the 
ballot box — imposing strict voter ID laws, 
cutting voting times, restricting registration,  
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and purging voter rolls.” While these efforts 
may not appear on the surface to be 
harmful, they placed “special burdens on 
racial minorities, poor people, and young 
and old voters.” vii  

After the November 2020 election, states 
have ramped up their efforts to suppress 
voting rights. Since January 1, Republican 
state legislatures in 43 states have 
proposed 253 bills to “to cut back early 
voting and restrict mail-in voting, limit 
citizen-led ballot initiatives, and  
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continue to gerrymander congressional 
districts.” viii On March 24, 2021 Michigan 
legislators introduced 39 bills to restrict 
voting. Several of them affect voting by 
mail. ix 

The Michigan Center for Progressive Public 
Policy urges the passage of both H. R. 1 and 
H. R. 4 to preserve and protect our republic 
by making sure that the election process is 
fair, secure, and available to all citizens. 
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